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Message from the President
To all members of the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives, thank you so much for joining
our wonderful organization in support of our state’s premier institution for preserving,
protecting and making available the documentary evidence of Arkansas history. In this time
of shrinking budgets and reducing staff it is more important than ever that we stand together
to make known our desire that the State Archives be funded and staffed at a level that will
enable it to meet the goals of its important mission. Please remind your state legislators of
the importance of the Archives to you and to your research. Let them know that archival
work is not quick or easy, but slow and tedious, and that it requires trained, experienced
professionals to acquire, assess, sort, organize, repair, conserve, catalog, and archive
precious historical materials. Your support of Friends allows our organization to help the Archives in a variety
of ways, and advocacy is an important one. Share our mission with friends and urge them to join.
I hope you enjoy your new newsletter. We will use it to keep you updated and informed about the Archives
and about Friends events. Be sure to view our Facebook page or join us on Twitter. We are working toward a
web page and hope to have more to tell you about that soon.

Susan G. Boyle

FRIENDS SUPPORT THE STATE ARCHIVES BY:
• Encouraging

and supporting the State Archives in fulfilling its mission;

•Raising funds to support activities of the State Archives, including acquisition of materials, conservation and
processing work, and public programming;
•Supporting the continuing education and professional development efforts of Archives staff; and
•Vigorously advocating for the State Archives to ensure its fair treatment by Arkansas lawmakers

DID YOU KNOW?
The Arkansas State Archives (AHA) was created as the
Arkansas History Commission by the State’s General
Assembly in 1905 to preserve the state’s historical
records. The ASA maintains the world’s largest public
collection of Arkansas Historical materials at its three
locations in Little Rock, Powhatan, and Washington, AR.

Janis Kearney
First of Four Speakers in Archives’
2018 Lecture Series
On January 23, author and journalist Janis Kearney was
the featured speaker at the Arkansas State Archives’
(ASA) 2018 Pen to Podium lecture series. The event
was held at the Department of Arkansas Heritage
(DAH), in the Diamond Room.
The topic was about her 2014 memoir, “Sundays with
TJ: 100 Years of Memories on Varner Road,” which
focuses on her late father, T.J. Kearney, and his
experiences growing up in southeast Arkansas. The
reception that followed was hosted by (FASA) Friends
of the Arkansas State Archives.

Upcoming 2018 Pen to Podium Events
Tuesday, April 17. 2018 ~ Evin Demirel
“African American Athletes in Arkansas:
Muhammad Ali’s Tour,
Black Razorbacks & Other Forgotten Stories”
(Funded by the Black History Commission of Arkansas
Curtis Sykes Memorial Grant)

Tuesday, August 21, 2018 ~ Michael Hibblen
“Rock Island Railroad in Arkansas”
Tuesday, November 13, 2018 ~ Ben Boulden
“Hidden History of Fort Smith”

Arkansas State Archives
2018 Calendar of Events
February 3 - BHCA “African Americans in
Arkansas’s Rural History - Mosaic Templars
Cultural Center
March 3 – SARA 40th Birthday Reception
March 8 – Legislative Breakfast for the Archives
Capitol Rotunda - Cancelled
May 5 – ASA “Tracing Your Arkansas Roots:
This Land is Your Land” 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Historic Washington State Park 1914 Schoolhouse
Deadline for registration: Monday, April 30
June 9 – BHCA “A History of Arkansas’s Black
Fraternal Organizations” - Mosaic Templars
Cultural Center - 10:00am – 3:00pm Check In:
9:15a.m.
August 4 – NEARA – “It Covers a Lot of Territory:
A History of Music in Northeast Arkansas”
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
September 15 -ASA - An Arkansas Foodways Event
“Chinese Immigrants in the Arkansas Delta” - UA
Pulaski Technical College 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE
*March 10 – Heritage Seekers – Research Day at
the Butler Center – Please RSVP to
heritageseekers1@gmail.com
*March 23-24 – BEHIND THE BIG HOUSE
Historic Arkansas Museum, for details go to
PreserveArkansas.org – Black History
Commission of Arkansas – Participating Sponsor

The Pen to Podium events are free and open to the public,
but guests must register online. Please mark your
calendars for the upcoming lecture series.

*April 19 – Arkansas Historical Association
Annual Meeting – Genealogy Workshop with
Angela Walton-Raji – Fort Smith, AR
*Thursday, June 7 – Arkansas History
Commission Meeting 10:00 a.m. ASA
Conference Room – Open to the public

SAVING OUR ARKANSAS HERITAGE
A Summit of Concerned Arkansans

Answering the Call
“Arkansas history is facing a great challenge.
The director of the Department of Arkansas
Heritage, Stacy Hurst, continues to purge the
department—the most recent provoked
resignation being that of the State Historian
and Director of the State Archives, Dr. Lisa
Speer.”
Tom Dillard; AR DemGaz, Feb 25, 2018
All Arkansans who are concerned about the
preservation of our state heritage are called
to a meeting to discuss the challenges facing
the Arkansas State Archives and the other
agencies comprising the Department of
Arkansas Heritage, and to devise means for
addressing those challenges.
The gathering will begin with registration at
9:30 a.m., Saturday, March 24, 2018. We will
meet at the Darragh Center in the Main
Library, 100 Rock Street, Little Rock. Public
parking is available on-site and at a nearby
public parking deck.
The purpose of the meeting is to develop a
unified and state-wide response to threats to
our heritage. Over the past three years a
variety of unfortunate and ill-advised policies
and personnel actions have occurred in the
Department of Arkansas Heritage which
have, when taken together, imperiled the
state’s efforts to preserve our heritage, our
culture, and our historic places. A series of
coerced resignations have threatened the
continuation of programs and services which
have been decades in development.
Arbitrary and uninformed decisions about
funding, personnel, office-space matters, etc.
have resulted in numerous challenges,
especially low morale.

State historian
Lisa Speer
resigns,
indicates
friction with
department
leadership

“I felt like I had come to a point in my position where I was not able to
function effectively as the leader anymore. I was not sure I had the
confidence of the administration at Heritage to carry out my
responsibilities without question and intervention and a lot of
oversight.”
“I loved my job. I’m passionate about preserving Arkansas history and
the staff there is amazing. Leaving is one of the hardest decisions I
had to make. But if my leaving allows them to bring in someone they
have more confidence in then that is the best thing I can do for the
state archives.”
Arkansas Times Blog, March 7, 2018

How You Can Help
If you agree with the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives that our
heritage is precious, then join others in coming to a summit meeting
to seek solutions to the challenges facing that heritage. In addition to
individuals, representatives from local historical and genealogical
societies, archeological societies, museums, libraries, and preservation
groups are urged to send delegates to this state meeting.
REGISTRATION
In order to assist with planning, please register by sending an email to:
arktopia.td@gmail.com. Written registration may be mailed to the
Friends of the Arkansas State Archives, P.O. Box 250916, Little Rock,
AR 72225 or by calling 501-771-1012. Be sure to mention if you are
registering as an individual or which group you might be representing.

Board of the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives
President, Susan Boyle
Vice-President, Lynda Suffridge
Secretary, Tim Nutt
Treasurer, Tom Dillard

FASA

Friends of the Arkansas State Archives
2018-2019 Board Members
Russell Baker (Mabelvale)
Susan Boyle (Little Rock)
Ken Bridges (El Dorado)
Richard Butler (Little Rock)
Tom Dillard (Malvern)
Sondra Gordy (Conway)
Jajuan Johnson (North Little Rock)
Gary W. Jones (Little Rock)
Glenn Mosenthin (Searcy)

Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis (Little Rock)
Tim Nutt (Little Rock)
Blake Perkins (Lynn)
Jeanne Rollberg (Little Rock)
Frances Ross (Little Rock)
Lynda Suffridge (North Little Rock)
Stuart Towns (Forrest City)
Gary Walker (DeQueen)
Blake Wintory (Lake Village)

BECOME A MEMBER & SUPPORT THE
Black History Commission of Arkansas (BHCA)
Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives (SARA)
Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives (NEARA)

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
The Friends group offers a variety of levels for

Receive invitations to pre-register
for Archives’ events prior to
the general public.
Receive the newsletters of the FASA
and the Arkansas State Archives.

supporting the mission of the State Archives:
Basic Level $10
Sustaining Level $25
Organization Level $35

Be eligible to vote in the annual
members meeting.

Benefactor Level $50

Have an opportunity to network with
a community of professional and lay
historians interested in preserving
Arkansas history.

Corporate Level $500

Lifetime Level $200

Your donations and membership are
tax deductible! Please make payable to:
Friends of the Arkansas State Archives
P.O. Box 259016
Little Rock, AR 72225

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK ~ https://www.facebook.com/ARArchivesFriends
VISIT US ON TWITTER @FoASA

